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City of Durham Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan 2013

Durham Trails & Greenways 
Master Plan 2011

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

City of Durham Equitable Community 
Engagement Blueprint

Durham, North Carolina
Aquatics Facilities Master Plan 2017



HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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Combined Sanborn Maps at Long Meadow
Park and future East End Park sites 1937

East End Pavilion construction 1949 ToToContest 1970 Children’s Activity Long Meadow Park 1955

Sunrise Service Long Meadow Park 1956Mickle Community Center East End 1956

Arial East End Park 1950 Wright Machinery Co. Plans for site adjacent to East Park 1950 East End Park Fun Caravan 1980 Arial View Long Meadow Park 1959
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EAST END PARK SITE ANALYSIS
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EAST END PARK SITE ANALYSIS
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Forested area inaccessible and in floodplain e xce p t for grave l lot

Cre e k p re vious ly channelized .
Conse rvat ion e ase m e nt e s t ab lishe d and

a re s t orat ion p roje c t conc lud e d 20 0 9

Se we r easement

BRIDGE
REMOVED

Eastway
Elementary

School

Salvat ion
Army Long Meadow

Pool

Prop osed Ke lly R.
Bryant Trail

Durham Police Dep t .
The re is no form al walk on t he e as t s id e of t he creek

St e e p s lop e se p arat e s fie ld s from
re s id e nt ial area

High Point
~354

High Point
~34 8

Low Point ~324

LONG MEADOW PARK SITE ANALYSIS
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FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK SITE ANALYSIS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT

EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT
SPLASH & PLAY
CITY OF DURHAM PARKS & RECREATION
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The consideration of developing a large outdoor aquatics
facility for East Durham at the former Wheels Fun Park
and assessing East End and Long Meadow parks for
potential recreation and aquatics features is in response
to undertaking the highest priorities from the 2017 Durham
Aquatics Master Plan as is to meet the goals of the 2013
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. This East Durham
aquatics feasibility project is the first phase spurring from
the 2017 Durham Aquatics Master Plan. The intent is to
assess opportunities in East End Park, Long Meadow Park,
and Wheels Fun for large and small aquatics facilities and
general master planning. General master planning should
meet goals of the 2013 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

The aquatics master plan included data collection,
development of a needs assessment, conceptual plans of
potential facilities, and a recommended implementation
strategy. The report concluded with a regional
recommendation which favors fewer and larger aquatic
facilities and prioritizes the East Durham area.

Durham has a significant swimming population and the
aquatics master plan collected user data that highly favored
more facilities. The statement is in
contrast to the low ratio of swimmers
to public aquatic facilities available.
In addition to that, a number of
existing facilities face physical and
functional obsolescence. The East
Durham area was highlighted as
a high-priority neighborhood to
evaluate current and future aquatics
needs given the decline of the Long
Meadow Pool.

PREVIOUS PLANS

2017 Durham Aquatics Facilities Master Plan

High priority facility types (Durham Aquatics Master Plan, 2017)

Anticipated project schedule

The existing conditions report is
part of the Investigations phase of Projected lifespan of existing aquatics facilities (Durham Aquatics Master Plan, 2017)
the project among other evaluation,
engagement, and envisioning
processes. A projected timeline
shows how the existing conditions
report fits into to the feasibility study.
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City of
DurhamWheels Fun

East End &
Long Meadow

Durham
County

SITES OVERVIEW

The project impact area is targeted at the East End, Albright,
Wellons Village, and Merrick Moore neighborhoods plus the
residents within a 5-mile travel distance from the sites. A
travel distance is applied given that a large aquatic center
tends to support residents within 5-miles of the facility
(Durham Aquatics Master Plan, 2017).

The bordering areas are mostly majority-minority
communities with a growing white population. Demographic
reports from 2018 list the black population around Wheels
Fun, East End Park, and Long Meadow Park to be 31%,
48%, and 51%, respectively. Similarly, the Hispanic
populations are 54%, 32%, and 32%, respectively. A more
detailed demographic account will be in the Public Input
report.

East End & Long Meadow Park
The land for East End & Long Meadow Park was donated
to the city and used to establish adjoining parks close to
Alston Ave and Holloway St. Both parks are situated 1-mile
from downtown Durham along transit lines in a fairly dense
residential area with some industrial and commercial uses.
Like many of the parks in Durham, the low-lying area was
well-suited as park area as opposed to other development.
A splayground resides in East End Park and does not
reconcile with other Durham spraygrounds in the area. The
Long Meadow Pool was constructed in the 1960's and is
at the end of its lifespan. The pool's location in a floodplain
has left it vulnerable to repeated flooding and ongoing
maintenance issues.

Wheels Fun
The site is west of US-70 along Hoover Road just outside of
the Merrick-Moore neighborhood. Wheels Fun will be across
the street from Hoover Road Park, to be named Merrick
Moore Park, which is a park and athletic complex completed
in 2022. Wheels Fun had been a private recreation facility
for about 40-years before being purchased by the City
in 2021 with the intent of the site supporting an aquatics
facility. Wheels Fun, as of April 2022, temporarily supports a
Duke Health COVID-19 testing and vaccination site. While
the site has numerous unused program elements, it does
not have any existing aquatics facilities.

Durham County Context Map

Demographic information by race

Wheels Fun 2010 2018

Black Population 54% 31%

White Population 21% 46%

Hispanic Population 36% 54%

East End Park 2010 2018

Black Population 59% 48%

White Population 17% 37%

Hispanic Population 33% 32%

Wheels Fun 2010 2018

Black Population 60% 51%

White Population 18% 36%

Hispanic Population 32% 32%

INTRODUCTION
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Site Analysis
The existing conditions at Wheel’s Fun Park offer a number
of challenges and opportunities that will affect how to
approach design solutions:
• The site has as much as 42’ of elevation change across

any one site boundary. Given the steep topography, the
site was originally developed as a series of separated
tiers with sloped separations that are currently filled with
large stone rip-rap and some limited tree cover.

• There is no discernible network of pedestrian circulation
across the site apart from open parking areas. The only
existing pedestrian walkways lie along N. Hoover Road,
with one walk extending to the existing roller skating
rink. There are no sidewalks or pedestrian crossings
to connect to the east side of N. Hoover Road and to
Merrick Moore Park. There are no pedestrian crosswalks
delineating a safe crossing at the existing site curb cuts.

• Existing utility lines run along the east boundary of the
site, along N. Hoover Road. They detract from the
aesthetics of the main view corridor into the site and
any future development will need to avoid conflicts with
placement of accessways and plantings.

• There is no provision for ADA access across the site.
There are currently no ADA parking spaces and very
limited pedestrian walks that further limit the potential
for universal access. The change of elevation across
the site will present a challenge in locating program
elements and providing for connections that meet ADA
requirements.

• A majority of the site is currently impervious surface
which will help to offset the potential need for stormwater
devices in consideration of the development of the site.
A majority of the pavement is asphalt which is in need of
repair or replacement in many areas.

• There is a limited number of existing trees that might
be considered for potential preservation and, of those,
none are of great specimen value. These are limited to
one oak tree on the north side of the previous car wash
parcel and some assorted birch trees within the existing
putt-putt area. A majority of the trees within the existing
parking lots are bradford pear trees that are at the end
of their lifespan and look to already have damage from
branches falling.

• There are some planting and hardscape materials within
the existing putt-putt area that may be considered for re-
use. There are a number of shrub and ornamental grass
plantings and natural stone material from stone walls and
edging that could be considered for reclamation to use
on-site or on other DPR sites.

• The west edge of the site presents a challenge with the
severely steep slope that was created when the site was
first developed. In the absence of retaining structures
or vegetative cover and with continued damage from the
storm outlet that drains a majority of the site, this slope
will likely continue to degrade and erode.

Parking

Parking

Sidewalk

Former driveway access
point closed off

Wheels Fun zoning diagram (Durham Open Data Portal, 2022)

Wheels Fun circulation diagram (Durham Open Data Portal, 2022)

SITE ANALYSIS

Existing billboard on Muldee St.
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SPLASH & PLAY PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PLAN

1

SPLASH AND PLAY PROJECT 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PLAN
CITY OF DURHAM

May 20, 2022
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Figure 3: Aerial view of Long
Meadow Park off N. Alston Avenue
and Liberty Street

Figure 4: Aerial View of the former
Wheels Fun Park site on Hoover
Road south of Cheek Road and east
of Highway 70.

The 10-month process (Figure 5) will include an engineering and architectural investigation of the sites
and buildings, conceptual designs, and final recommendations. Community engagement will inform
conceptual design and recommendations.

Figure 5 Project timeline

11

Nextdoor (resident’s accounts), survey, and social media. The Residents Committee will be instrumental
in determining the best methods.

Table 2: Engagement Strategies Matrix

25

Full plan is available on the 
project website
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• Comply with City’s Equitable
Community Engagement Blueprint

• Fair and just participation by residents

• East Durham focus

• Changing demographics

• Data -driven and performance
measured

• Engagement plan and schedule

• Informed by our partners in the
community

• Materials in Spanish and translator at
events

East End Park 2010 2015-2019 
Black Population 56% 45% 
White Population 23% 45% 
Hispanic Population 28% 29% 
Long Meadow Park 2010 2015-2019 
Black Population 59% 50% 
White Population 20% 40% 
Hispanic Population 29% 30% 
Wheels Fun Park 2010 2015-2019 
Black Population 54% 38% 
White Population 21% 40% 
Hispanic Population 36% 46% 

Source:  2010 US Census Report and the 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS Summary Report 
& EPA EJ Screen tool. This data is for a one-mile radius around each site’s center point.  

ASSESSING DEMOGRAPHICS


		East End Park

		2010

		2015-2019



		Black Population

		56%

		45%



		White Population

		23%

		45%



		Hispanic Population

		28%

		29%



		Long Meadow Park

		2010

		2015-2019



		Black Population

		59%

		50%



		White Population
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		Wheels Fun Park

		2010

		2015-2019



		Black Population

		54%

		38%



		White Population

		21%

		40%



		Hispanic Population

		36%

		46%







Source:  2010 US Census Report and the 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS Summary Report & EPA EJ Screen tool. This data is for a one-mile radius around each site’s center point. 





• Attend 6 meetings (late afternoon &
evening)

• Ensure diverse participation by
residents, businesses, and institutions
within the study areas

• Provide input on the Public Engagement
Plan (PEP) and events

• Share project information within your
networks

• Contribute to relatable messaging
• Review and comment on documents &

concepts networks

Bonita Green Merrick Moore Community Development Corp/
InterCity Neighborhood Council of Durham 

Cynthia Cukiernik Merrick Moore Community Coordinator 
Naadii Salaam Bull City Trailblazers 
A'lice Frazier Durham Office on Youth
Tianna Judd Durham Office on Youth (student)
Clif Jackson Roller Skating Enthusiast
Stephanie Smith Wheels Fun Park Advocate
Ron Sutherland Regional Aquatics User/Advocate 
Alan Rigsbee Northern High School Athletic Director
Midori Brooks East Durham Resident
Sherrill Saba East Durham Resident - Holloway St
Almira Marshall Durham Equity & Inclusion Team/ E. Durham Resident
Angel Dozier Be Connected Durham / NIS Community Partner
Humberto Trejo Latinx Community
Vanessa Alford Merrick-Moore Elementary School Principal
Cedric Burke Recreation Advisory Commission
DeWarren Langley Protecting Our Dignity in Education Director
Levon Barnes Young Male Achievers Founder, Teacher, Last DJ at WFP
Joanne Andrews LGBTQ Community Interests
Vanessa Evans Braggtown Community Association
Don Jones WFP Skate Park Advocate
Gideon Bueno WFP Skate Park Advocate
Krista Saunders Disability Community Advocate

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES

RESIDENT STEERING COMMITTEE



• Virtual and in -person
• Community Conversations – Shared 

stories, community history & culture
• Open Houses
• Web Presence
• Social Media
• Pop-up Events
• Survey
• DIY Kits
• Community and faith-based networks
• Community liaisons
• Spanish Translation

ENGAGEMENT METHODS



TELL US WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KEEP? GETRID OF? ADD?
¿Cuéntanos qué quieres conservar? ¿Eliminar? ¿Añadir?

LONG MEADOW PARK
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

Area of Potential
Development

Future R. Kelly
Bryant Bridge
Trail Alignment

HOLLOWAY ST

LIBERTY ST
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GILBERT ST EAST END PARK

TELL US WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KEEP? GETRID OF? ADD?
¿Cuéntanos qué quieres conservar? ¿Eliminar? ¿Añadir?

MERRICK -
MOORE PARK

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

TELL US WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KEEP? GET RID OF? ADD?
¿Cuéntanos qué quieres conservar? ¿Eliminar? ¿Añadir?

EAST END PARK
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

Future R. Kelly
Bryant Bridge
Trail Alignment
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ENGAGEMENT METHODS - SAMPLING OF WORKSHOP BOARDS

Creek previously channelized.
Conservation easement established and

a restoration project concluded 2009

BRIDGE
REMOVE
D

Eastway
Elementary

School

Salvation
Army Long Meadow

Pool

Proposed Kelly R.
Bryant Trail

Durham Police Dept.

There is no formal walk on the east side of the creek

Steep slope separates fields from
re s id e n tial area

High Point
~354

Hig h Point
~348

Fo re s te d  are a inacce ss ib le  and in flo o d p lain  e xce p t fo r gravel lo t Se we r e ase me n t Lo w Po in t ~324

Hig h p o te n t ial fo r p ark e xp an s io n and are a is n o t in the
flo o d p lain . Are a may re q u ire s ig n ifican t d e mo and
re me d iat io n . Las t u se d as s to rag e s ite u n til ~2 0 0 9 -2012

Lo w p o te n tial fo r p ark e xp an s io n . City to
sh rin k s ize o r re locate cu rre n t operations.
Sig n ifican t d e mo and re me d iat io n most

like ly required.

Fe n cin g fo r base ball / so ftb all removed.
Fie ld  mo s t ly u se d fo r soccer

De s ire lin e s , Mallard Ave . would
b e  a p rio rity fo r s id e walks . The

s ite o th e rwise d o e sn ’t have
many walks to acce ss th e park

Brid g e acce ss to Gran b y Stre e t . Th e site
may p ro mo te p e d e s trian acce ss h e re but

b rid g e sh o u ld b e e valuate d fo r safety

(Fe b  2009)

Pro p o se d Ke lly R.
Bryan t Trail

Hig h Point
~349

City o f Du rh am Sign
& Sig n al Shop

Hig h Point
~349

Low Point
~322

Lo w Point
~330

Ste e p s lo p e at property
boundary

Elevated skating area is hard to navigate
to-and-from and adjacent to utility entrances

Secondary building access to be
evaluated for accessibility if needed

Asp h alt in n e e d o f re p air o r re p lace me n t . Severe
cracking and u n e ve n settling

Th e o n ly p e d e s trian acce ss to the s ite from a
limite d s id e walk network.

The re ar e no s ide walks o
pe de s tria n cro ss ings alo
e as t po rt ion o f Hoove r R

Lo w Po in t (~348)
Sto rm o u tle t with

fe n ce damage , scour,
and co lle ct io n o f trash

Do o r and ramp may b e acce ss ib le b u t requires
a co n n e ct io n to an acce ss ib le surface

Flat te s t p o rt io n s o f th e site

Berm & wall separates mini golf.
Retaining wall not in great condition

Ro lle r Rink

Hig h t Point
~376

Low Point
~334

Drive way e n trance is in o p e rab le . Drainage
re p airs may in vo lve u p - o r d o wn stre am areas

Lo w Po in t at Mu ld e e St
~334

Hig h Point
~356

Indoor
Climb in g Gym

Fe llo wsh ip Baptist
Ch u rch au xiliary building

Hoover
Road Park
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WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN AND HOW DID YOU GET THERE?
Dónde has estudo y como llegaste ahí?

DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY
Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

Auto/Viaje Bicicleta/
compartido Patineta

WALKING CAR/RIDE- BIKING/ BUS
Caminando SHARE SCOOTER Autobus

Auto/Viaje Bicicleta/
compartido Patineta

WALKING CAR/RIDE- BIKING/ BUS
Caminando SHARE SCOOTER Autobus

Auto/Viaje Bicicleta/
compartido Patineta

WALKING CAR/RIDE- BIKING/ BUS
Caminando SHARE SCOOTER Autobus

PLAYFEATURES/ Funciones de juego

RECREATIONPOOL / Piscinarecreativa

SPRAYGROUND/ Campo de regadera

PLACE A STICKER NEXT TO THE FEATURES YOU LIKE THE BEST
Pon una etiqueta junto a las características que más te gusten

50M COMPETITIONPOOL/ Piscinade competición de 50 metros

WATERSLIDE/ Tobogánacuático

FLOW RIDER/ Jinete de flujo

LAZYRIVER/ Rio lento

BOWLSLIDE/ Tobogánde tazón

AQUATICS
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

TOTSLIDE/ Diapositiva para niños

ZEROENTRYDEPTHPOOL / Piscinade profundidad de entrada

VOLLEYBALL/ Voleibol

PLACE A STICKER NEXT TO THE FEATURES YOU LIKE THE BEST
Pon una etiqueta junto a las características que más te gusten

LOUNGESEATING/ Asientos de salón

CLIMBINGWALL/ Mulo de escalada

BASKETBALL/ Baloncesto

CROSSINGACTIVITIES/ Actividades de cruce

AQUATICS
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

SHADESTRUCTURE/ Estructura de sombra

LAWN MOUNDS / Montículos de césped

LARGETOWER/ Torre grande

NATUREPLAY/ Juegonatural

PLACE A STICKER NEXT TO THE FEATURES YOU LIKE THE BEST
Pon una etiqueta junto a las características que más te gusten

ROPECLIMBERS/ Escaladoresde cuerda

NATURALWATERPLAY / Juegoacuático natural

EMBANKMENT SLIDES/ Resbaladeros

CLIMBING STRUCTURE/ Estructura de escalada

PLAYSTRUCTURE/ Estructura de juego

PLAY ELEMENTS
Durham Splash & Play | Chapoteo y Juego de Durham

ORGANIZED BY TYPE OF 
POTENTIAL ELEMENT

- ACTIVE

- PASSIVE

- FEATURE

- PLAY

- AQUATIC FEATURE



• Citywide project with focus on 
East Durham

• Identified by committee –we are 
just beginning!

• Listen to everyone

Stakeholders & Events
Mount Zoar Baptist Church Live! Fayetteville Street Corridor 3rd

Friday Art & Business Walks
Fellowship Baptist Church Merrick Moore CDC Monthly Meeting

Wings of Eagles Christian Church Pac 1 Monthly Meeting 

Greater St. Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church

Bragtown Community Association 
Meeting

Shepherd’s Flock Church Wheels Vaccination/Testing Site
East End  & Long Meadow Parks Hoover Road Park Games

Protecting our Dignity in Education La Pulguita

The Salvation Army Durham Bimbe Celebration
Holton Career and Resource Center Hayti Heritage Center Multiple Events

Southern High School Spring Fling - DPR
Merrick Moore Elementary Earth Day - DPR
W.D. Hill Recreation Center Rock the Park Concert Series - DPR

NCCU Certification Course July 4th Celebration - DPR

Tienda Mi Pueblo

STAKEHOLDERS AND EVENTS



• Summary report available on the website

• Questions and responses for all 3 park sites

• 1211+ participants (731 survey respondents)

• 27703 had most participants

At left: Three of five open house attendees 
who shared stories of equity, 
gentrification, aquatics, recreation, and 
roller skating culture past and present. 

Holloway Street Live! – Wellons 
Village Shopping Center

PHASE 1 - ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Full summary report is 
available on the project 
website



Distribution of    
part ic ipant  s  by  
zip  code

• 27703 (177)
• 27701 (143)
• 27704 (132)
• 27705 (124)
• 27713 (124)
• 27707 (113)

PHASE 1 - ENGAGEMENT RESULTS



• Posted on Nextdoor 7/19 to
neighborhoods near the parks

• Online survey in English and Spanish
• Email, voicemail, and direct messages

sent to churches within 1¼ mile of Long
Meadow and East End Parks

• Pool popup events:  LM Pool, July 23, 25,
27, and August 12; Hillside Pool, August
12-14

• Offer print surveys and recreational
feature visual preference activity

Hillside Pool recreational feature voting

PHASE 1.5 – TARGETED ENGAGEMENT
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FISHERS CENTRAL GREEN FISHERS, INDIANA



04 / ENVISIONING

Active

Play

Potential
Aquatic
Feature

Feature

Passive

LONG MEADOW PARK

EAST END PARK

Active

Passive

Feature

Play

Potential
Aquatic
Feature

LONG MEADOW PARK

EAST END PARK

Site Diagram A

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

Site Diagram B

EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS PRELIMINARY PROGRAMMING DIAGRAMS

LAYOUTS ORGANIZED BY TYPE
OF POTENTIAL ELEMENT

- ACTIVE

- PASSIVE

- FEATURE

- PLAY

- AQUATIC FEATURE
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East End
Park

1 Exis t ing Court t o Remain
2 Parking
3 Lap & Ze ro-En t ry Pools
4 Poolhouse
5 His t oric Pavilion t o Remain
6 Picn ic Area
7 Pe d e s t rian Bridge
8 Enhance d Pe d e s t rian Crossing
9 Slop e d Play Area
10 Ne w Court s und e r Exis t ing Pavilion
11 Clim b ing Tower
12 St ad ium Se at ing b u ilt in t o Slope
13 En t ry Plaza w/ Ping Pong Tab les
14 Park St ruc t u re w/ Re s t room s &

Concessions
15 Mult i-Pu rp os e Lawn
16 In t e rac t ive Wat e r Fe at u re Plaza
17 St oryt e lling Te rrace w/ Fire Pit
18 Fit ne s s Tra il St at ion
19 In t e rac t ive Gam e Terrace
20 Slop e d Zip line
21 Te rrace d Se at walls
22 Play Area
23 St re am Access
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Long
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Park
23

Future R. Kelly
Bryant Bridge
Trail

Gilbert St

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

Juniper St

EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS
SITE CONCEPT 1

- POTENTIAL NEW POOL AT EAST END PARK

- SLOPED PLAY AT LONG MEADOW POOL AREA

- CENTRAL COMMUNITY PLAZA

- BRIDGE CONNECTION FROM N ALSTON AVE

- PRESERVE SIGN/SIGNAL SHOP PAVILION

- RETAIN EXISTING ATHLETIC COURTS/FIELDS
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7

1 Exis t ing Court t o Remain

2 Parking
3 His t oric Pavilion t o Remain
4 Picn ic Area
5 Pe d e s t rian Bridge
6 Enhance d Pe d e s t rian Crossing
7 Play Mounds
8 Amphit heat er
9 En t ry Plaza
10 Park St ruc t u re w/ Re s t room s &

Concessions
11 Mult i-Pu rp os e Lawn
12 St orm wat e r Feat ure
13 Playground
14 Fit ne s s Tra il St at ion
15 Out d oor Fit ne s s Equipment
16 Sprayground
17 Drop Zone Dum p Bucket
18 Sp rayground Trails
19 Slop e d Play Area
20 Exis t ing Ball Fie ld s t o Remain
21 Shad e Pavilion w/ Seat ing
22 Ham m ock Grove
23 Gaga Pit
24 Pickle Ball Court s
25 ‘Com m unit y Port a l’ Art Feat ure
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6 Holloway St

Gilbert St

Juniper St

EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS
SITE CONCEPT 2

- LARGE EVENT VENUE / AMPHITHEATER 
/ STAGE

- GREAT LAWN

- SPRAYGROUND AT LONG MEADOW POOL  
AREA

- RETAIN EXISTING ATHLETIC COURTS/FIELDS



FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK CONCEPT 01

04 / ENVISIONING

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- PRESERVE WHEELS FUN SKATING
RINK

- AQUATICS CENTER AT NORTH
*Specialty mat racer slide
*25yx25m lap pool
*Lazy River
*Interactive Play Element
*Zero Depth Entry Rec. Pool

CIVIC PLAZA W/ SPRAYGROUND
- PRESERVE EXISTING PAVILION
- STORMWATER FEATURE



04 / ENVISIONING

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK CONCEPT 02

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- PRESERVE WHEELS FUN SKATING
RINK

- AQUATICS CENTER AT NORTHWEST
*Specialty bowl slide
*25mx25m lap pool
*Lazy River
*Interactive Play Element
*Zero Depth Entry Rec. Pool

CIVIC PLAZA W/ SPRAYGROUND
- MULTI-USE PLAZA/EVENT SPACE
- REDUCED PARKING POTENTIAL



04 / ENVISIONING

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK CONCEPT 03

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- PRESERVE WHEELS FUN SKATING
RINK

- AQUATICS CENTER AT NORTHEAST
*Specialty deep pool area
*6-lane, 25y lap pool w/ ninja cross
*Lazy River
*Interactive Play Element
*Zero Depth Entry Rec. Pool

- CIVIC SPACE W/ SPRAYGROUND,
PLAYGROUND & GAME TABLES

- PAVILION & LAWN EVENT SPACE
- MAX PARKING POTENTIAL



FEDERAL HILL COMMONS NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

04. ENGAGEMENT PHASE 2

05 / ENGAGEMENT PHASE 2



05 / ENGAGEMENT PHASE 2

ENGAGEMENT PHASE 2

1400+ Participants (direct mail
postcard, at popup 
events, PAC 1, 4/5 
meetings, online)

310 Survey (Phase 2)
participants

EVENTS



• 310 responses -
English

• 0 responses –
Spanish

• Open for 30 days

• Site option 1 – 53%
• Site option 2 – 30%
• None – 18%

None of the above Site Option A Site Option B
0.00%
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20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Which site option do you like the best?

None of the above Site Option 1 Site Option 2 Site Option 3
0.00%
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Which site option do you like the best?

Responses

• Site option 1 – 8%
• Site option 2 – 38%
• Site option 3 – 33%
• None – 21%

PHASE 2 – SURVEY

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK EAST END | LONG MEADOW PARKS



06. FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH YMCA & ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA



EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS
PREFERRED OVERALL SITE PLAN

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN
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East End
Park

1 Exist ing Court t o Rem ain
2 Parking
3 La p & Zero-Ent ry Pools
4 Poolhouse
5 Historic Pavilion t o Rem ain
6 Picnic Area
7 Pedest rian Bridge
8 Enhanced Pedest rian Crossing
9 Slop ed Play Area

10 New Court s under Exist ing Pavilion
11 Clim b ing Tower
12 Stadium Seat ing b uilt in t o Slop e
13 Ent ry Plaza w/ Pin g Pong Tab les
14 Cultural Art s Center
15 Mult i-Purp ose Lawn
16 Interact ive Water Feature Plaza
17 Storytelling Terrace w/ Fire Pit
18 Fitness Trail Stat ion
19 Interact ive Gam e Terrace
20 Slop ed Zip  line
21 Terraced Se a t walls
22 Play Area
23 St ream Access
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Future R.Kelly
Bryant Bridge Trail

8

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- UNITES EAST END & LONG
MEADOW PARKS INTO A
CONTINOUS CIVIC
RECREATION SPACE

- PROPOSES ENHANCED
CONNECTIVITY & NEW
RECREATION ELEMENTS

- PROVIDES FOR FUTURE
AQUATICS AREA



Gilbert St

Jun iper  St

2

4

5

7

3

1

LEGEND

10 New Courts under  Exis ting Pavilion 
11 Clim bing Tower
12 S t a d iu m  Seating bu ilt in to Slope 
13 Entry Plaza w/ Ping Pong Tab les 
14 Cultu ra l  Art s Cent  er
15 Multi-Purpose Lawn
16 In teract ive Water Feature Plaza 
17 Storytelling Terrace w/ Fire Pit
18 Fitness  Tra il S ta t ion
19 In teract ive Gam e Terrace
20 Slope d Zip line
21 Terrace d Seat walls
22 Play Area
23 Stream Access
24 Exis ting Ball Fields t o  Remain
25 S t o r m wa t e r  t reatmen t

25

25

East End 
Park

1 Exis ting Court t o  Remain
2 Parking
3 Lap & Zero-Entry Pools
4 Poolhouse
5 His toric Pavilion t o  Remain
6 Picn ic Area
7 Pedes t r ian  Bridge
8 Enhanced Pedes t r ian  Crossing 
9 Slop e d Play Area
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EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS
PREFERRED SITE PLAN - NORTH

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

il



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

NEW PARKING

LAP PO OL

POOLHOUS E ZE 
SH

RO-ENTRY POOOL W/ 
ADE STRUCTGURES

ACCESSIBLE WALK

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

EX 
ST

ISTING CANOPY 
RUCTURE

NEW ATHLETIC COURTS

HILLSIDE STADIUM 
SEATING

N ALSTON AVE

EXISTING CANOPY STRUCTURE

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CLIMBING TOWER AT
HIGH POINT OF THE
PARK

CESSIBLE ELEVATEDAC 
WALK

HILLSIDE PL 
EXPERIENCE

AY 
S

MULTI-USE LAWN

PLAZA

NTR. KELLY BRYA 
BRIDGE TRAIL

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

PLAZA

NEW ATHLETIC COURTS
& PRESERVED PAVILION

MULTI-USE LAWN

R. KELLY BRYANT 
BRIDGE TRAIL

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT
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Long
Meadow 

Park
23

Future R. Kelly 
Bryant Bridge Trail

8

LEGEND
1 Existing Court to Remain
2 Parking
3 Lap & Zero -Entry Pools

7 Pedestrian Bridge
8 Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing
9 Sloped Play Area
10 New Courts under Existing Pavilion 
11 Climbing Tower
12 Stadium Seating built into Slope  
13 Entry Plaza w/ Ping Pong Tables    
14 Cultural Arts Center
15 Multi -Purpose Lawn
16 Interactive Water Feature Plaza    
17 Storytelling Terrace w/ Fire Pit
18 Fitness Trail Station
19 Interactive Game Terrace
20 Sloped Zip line
21 Terraced Seat walls
22 Play Area
23 Stream Access
24 Existing Ball Fields to Remain
25 Stormwater treatment

4 Poolhouse
5 Historic Pavilion to Remain
6 Picnic Area

EAST END & LONG MEADOW PARKS
PREFERRED SITE PLAN - SOUTH

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

N
C

EW PEDESTRIAN 
ONNECTIONS

R. 
BR

KELLY BRYANT 
IDGE TRAIL

NEW PLAY AREA

STREAM ACCESS 
POINTS

S &INTERACTIVE GAME 
PICNIC PAVILION

EXISTING BALL FIELDS

TERRACED HILLSIDE SEATING

EXISTING BASKETBALL COURTS

SSSHADED FITNE 
STATION

ZIPLINE & SLOPED 
PLAY AREA NEW DRIVE CONNECTION

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT
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Merrick-
Moore Park

Wh ee ls  Fun
In d oor Skat ing

Rink
27

LEGEND
1 Poolhouse

 2 Todd le r  Pool
 3 Zero-en try t o  recreat ional  pool    
4 Aq uat ic playground
 5 Wat er s lid es
 6 Lazy river
 7 Vort ex seat ing area
 8 Shade structures
 9 6 -lane 25yd Pool
10 Retractable obstacle course
11 Water volleyball court
12 Deep pool  a rea(can includ e 
     s lid es, rock wall ,  diving boards)

13 Event pavilion
14 Event lawn
15 Playground
16 Sprayground
17 Table sports
18 Restroom + Concessions
19 Seat ing Terrace
20 Enhanced pedestr ian cross ing 
21 Overflow parking
22 Parking
23 Sto rmwa te r  t reatment
24 Drop -off + Public trans it stop       
25 Maintenance building
26 Access t  o  Muldee St
27 Skat ing rink
28 Pub lic s id ewalk

29  Pool Deck29

20

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK
PREFERRED SITE PLAN
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Merrick- Moore 
Park

1 Poolhouse
2 To d d le r  Pool
3 Zero-entry t o  recreational pool
4 Aquatic playground
5 Water s lid es
6 Lazy rive r
7 Vort e x se a t ing area
8 Shad e st ruct ures
9 6 -lan e 25 yd Poo l
10 Re t  rac t  ab  le  ob s t ac le course
11 Wat e r vo lleyb a ll court
12 De e p  p ool  are a (can inc lud e s lid  es , 

rock wa ll, d iving b o a rd ,  ot her)
13 Eve n t p avilion
14 Eve n t lawn
15 Playground
16 Sp rayground
17 Tab le sp ort s
18 Re st  room + Concessions
19 Se a t ing Terrace
20 Enhanced  p  e d  e s t ria n  c ross ing 
21  Overflow parking
22 Parking
23 S t o rm wa t e r  t re a t m e n t
24 Drop -off + Public trans it st op        
25 Main tenance bu ilding
26 Access  t o  Mu ldee St
27 Skating rink
28 Public s idewalk
29 Pool  Deck29

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

LEGEND

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK
PREFERRED SITE PLAN - NORTH
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06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK
PREFERRED SITE PLAN - SOUTH

LEGEND
1 Poolhouse
2 Toddler Pool
3 Zero-entry to recreational pool
4 Aquatic playground
5 Water slides
6 Lazy river
7 Vortex seating area
8 Shade structures
9 6-lane 25yd Pool
10 Retractable obstacle course
11 Water volleyball court
12 Deep pool area (can include slides,

rock wall, diving board, other)
13 Event pavilion
14 Event lawn
15 Playground
16 Sprayground
17 Table sports
18 Restroom + Concessions
19 Seating Terrace
20 Enhanced pedestrian crossing
21 Overflow parking
22 Parking
23 Stormwater treatment
24 Drop -off + Public transit stop
25 Maintenance building
26 Access to Muldee St
27 Skating rink
28 Public sidewalk
29 Pool Deck

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT





FORMER WHEELS FUN PARK

06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- PRESERVES WHEELS FUN
INDOOR SKATING RINK

- PROVIDES LARGE OUTDOOR
AQUATIC CENTER

- PROPOSES FREE, YEAR-ROUND
RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN
NEW CIVIC SPACE
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06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

CIVIC SPACE

AQUATIC CENT ER

MERRICK -MOORE PARK

WHEELS FUN INDOOR 
SKATING RINK

POOLHOUSE

STORMWATER 
MITIGATION FEATURE

CITY OF DURHAM S P LAS H & PLAY PROJECT
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CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT
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IN DOOR SKATING RINK

OMNEW RESTRO 
BUILDING

MERRICK -MOORE PARK

AQUATIC CENTER

EVENT LAWN & STAGE PAVILION

SPRAYGROUND

PARK GATEWAY/
BRANDING

NHANCEDE
PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING

 E
PEDESTRIAN 
PROMENADE W/ GAM 
TABLES

PLAYGROUND

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT
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NEW RESTROOM 
BUILDING

SPRAYGROUND

EV 
ST

ENT LAWN &
AGE PAVILION

PLAYGROU ND

PE
W/

DESTRIAN PROMENADE 
TABLE GAMES

ENHANCED PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING TO INDOOR 
SKATING RINK

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT



06 / FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

COST OPINION SUMMARY

East End | Long Meadow Parks

EAST END / LONG MEADOW PARKS

Former Wheels Fun Park
Construction Costs $35,000,000

TOTAL $39,800,000

Construction Costs $34,000,000

Design Fees $5,500,000

Owner Soft Costs $300,000

TOTAL $41,000,000

Design Fees $5,600,000

Owner Soft Costs $400,000

N
AL

S T
O

N
AV

E

HOLLOWAY ST

NEXT STEPS

URRENT GILBERT
REET RIGHT-OF-
Y

C 
ST 
WA

SITE FORMERLY 
OCCUPIED BY THE
CITY OF DURHAM’S
SIGN & SIGNAL 
SHOP

CITY-OWNED 
PARCEL;
CURRENTLY 
ABANDONED

PARCEL 111152
USE: RECREATION
/ ATHLETIC FIELDS

PARCEL 111270
USE: COMMUNITY SERVICE

CITY OF DURHAM SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT

- PARCEL DEDICATION

- ABANDON R.O.W AT
GILBERT ST

- PROCURE SURVEYS

- COORDINATE W/ R.
KELLY BRYANT BRIDGE
TRAIL CONSTRUCTION



CITY OF DURHAM
SPLASH & PLAY PROJECT
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