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DataWorks NC 
is a Durham not for profit 

democratizing data to facilitate 
an empowered, productive, 
and equitable community. 

https://www.dataworks-nc.org

https://www.dataworks-nc.org
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19th 
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Cameron-Bennehan 
Plantation Lands



A Durham County racially restrictive deed covenant circa 1930s.

1920s - 
present



1937

Source: Mapping 
Inequality



Source: Uneven Ground, Bull City 150 (2019)

1960s - 1970s



1980s - 2000s 

● The Fight to Save Crest Street

● Master Tobacco Settlement

● Expansion of Global Free Trade (textiles)

● Demolition of Few Gardens and Fayetteville 

Street Projects 

● County Use of Eminent Domain to Build Jail and 

Courthouse

● Southwest Central Durham Quality of Life

● Northeast Central Durham

● Southside Redevelopment

● 751 South



1990: public vote against baseball stadium and “reversal” by City Council, 

issuing certificates of participation to fund Durham Bulls Athletic Park.

1993: creation of Downtown Durham Inc. to catalyze investment in downtown.

Late 1990s: Planning Department decommissions small area planning “to be 

more responsive to the needs of the developer community…we now realize 

that was short-sighted.” (Planning Director Steve Medlin, 2008)

Early 2000s: American Tobacco Redevelopment

2010s: Downtown Innovation District

1980s-2000s: Planning Durham’s Gentrification



https://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/travel/09where-to-go.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/the-
downside-of-durhams-rebirth/476277/

https://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/09/travel/09where-to-go.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/the-downside-of-durhams-rebirth/476277/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/the-downside-of-durhams-rebirth/476277/


Experiments in Care and Community Control

Participatory Budgeting 

Bull City United

Eviction Diversion

Forever Home

Basic Income (temporary, foundation-funded)

HEART (unarmed crisis response team)



2010 - 2020 Demographic Changes

People identifying as... % increase  number of people

Total population 21% +57,246 people

Black 12% +12,822 people

Hispanic, Latina/o or 

Latinx
39% +14,027 people

Asian 46% +6,529 people

White (and no other 

race)
18% +21,071 people

More than one race 246% +16,860 people



How Does That Compare with NC and US?



Who Is Moving to Durham?

Federal Poverty 
Levels 

range from:

● $12,880 for 1 
person/year; 

● $26,500 for a 
family of 4; to

● $44,660 for a 
family of 8. 

(US Health and Human 
Services, 2021)

Source: American Community Survey (ACS)

https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines/prior-hhs-poverty-guidelines-federal-register-references/2021-poverty-guidelines
https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines/prior-hhs-poverty-guidelines-federal-register-references/2021-poverty-guidelines




People Moving Every Day (2018-2019)

Sources: IRS County-to-County Migration tables: https://www.irs.gov/statistics/soi-tax-stats-migration-data-2018-2019;
Blog post on this topic: https://dataworks-nc.org/2021/people-leaving-every-day/

Coming to 
Durham Every 

Day

Leaving 
Durham Every 

Day

People 57.2 58

Households 36.5 34.3



How has housing supply changed?



Corporate Investment Makes Durham Less Liveable

● 15% of all homes sold were 
purchased by investors

● Mostly corporations 
purchasing homes for use 
as rental properties; also 
flippers, iBuyers 
(Zillow/OpenDoor), and 

● Corporate investment 
concentrates in most 
predominantly Black 
neighborhoods near NCCU



Source: Durham Neighborhood Compass



From the Year 2000 to 2018:

manufacturing jobs decreased in Durham County by 39.7% (from 38,120 to 
22,994) 

the number of food service and accommodation jobs increased by 69.1% 
(from 9,463 to 16,001)

health care positions grew in number by 41.2% in Durham
 

average weekly wages in food service jobs decreased from $390 in the year 
2000 to $381 in 2018. 

average weekly wages for retail workers were $566 in the year 2000 and $573 
in 2018.

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) , NC Commerce.



Wages Haven’t Kept Up with Rent Growth
Health Care & Social Assistance accounts for more jobs than any other sector in Durham (more than 42,000) 



Rental Costs Have Skyrocketed During COVID



Rental Costs Have Skyrocketed During COVID

Durham’s first cases of COVID-19, March 2020.



Federal eviction
moratorium ends





What Do Affordable Rents Look Like?



Public Housing in Durham



02/2004

Image source: Google Earth, 2020



05/2004

Image source: Google Earth, 2020





“It broke my heart, it 
killed me because 
everything we touched 
was destroyed, where I 
lived, my schools, 
everything that 
showed that I existed 
(the city government) 
got rid of it,”

-Jeffrey Harris 
former Few Gardens resident

Image and quote from Autavius Smith, Durham Voice.



Reflections

To what extent is there a housing shortage?

Who owns rental housing now? Who should own rental housing?

What is a more appropriate standards for affordability than the 
those we rely on (metro AMI, HOME rents, and federal poverty 
standards)?

What can Durham do to stop evictions and address the underlying 
issues driving unaffordability?

What would a long game to provide security of tenure to poor and 
working class Durhamites look like?


